SAN JUAN ISLANDS

Folly Discussion Questions | A‘L

1. The novel explores several kinds of "family." In what ways is a created family,
such as the one Rae develops on Folly Island, the same as one based on blood, and
how is it different?
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2. One of the most important relationships in the novel is between'Rae and her
long-dead uncle Desmond. Although they never met, could you say that their lives
intertwine?

3. Mental illness and its associated stigrna are basicfo Fhis novel. Does Rae's ten- »
dency to depression help or hinder her quest to rebuild hetselfiand Folly? Do you ' s
think Rae’s illness is truly internal and hereditary, or does it have external causes,
| str ﬁses that crack her mental foundatlons>l7 ) West Beach
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4. According to Rae “there were times when @%éfson had to hidé}there were things
it was best to ignore.” What do you feel about Rae’s decision to'§ ”"p therapy, move
to a solitary island, and throw out her rrrﬁdlcan.cmsi’ Do you agree ¢ with Don’s claim
. that Rae was trying to commit suicide? D&"you thifikithe author is suggesting that

people with mental problerns Qught t& dump their meds? 'Ol 4
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5. Thls is a novel about rebulldmg, both physmall}r(*}nd efﬂ@tlonally \What ot Who

ate meta-
phor for rebuifﬂing a person'Q 3 e ‘ BLAKELY
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| 6. Folly Island is almost a character @the novel Hovw Woudd Rae’s story Beé“differ-
‘ ent if she had“remiained n hex Cahf@rf%a hills, or moved to the desert? How would
' your own life be different, if you had’ grown up in a vastly. different setting? . Are'the

% elements of Folly }$lémd——the hidden treasure that is Desmofil's cave, the unguessed

foundation of Allen's own hideaway--more plot or meta‘ﬁhor’ ‘Decatur . 5 0
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7. Dreams, letters, and )ournals appear regularly in the ngyel. How does the author
use them to talk about things we mlght not otherwise see? Have you ever had a

dream that delivered a powerful message?
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8. Jerry points out to Rae that, “just because you sometimies. zb,ear thlngs that aren't
there, that doesn t mean there's never anything there. I'd guess, 1n"fact»“tha>t s one of
the reasons you're here, to prove that you can tell the difference.” Do Rae’s imag-

ined Watchers shield her, while they also interfere with her ability to perceive actual
danger? What prevents her from recognizing the danger she is in?
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Folly Discussion Questions continued . . .
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9. Rae is surprised to find herself becoming part of an island community, observ-
ing that “No man is an island — nor, it would appear, woman." In what way do
people make communities--in a group of islands, on the Internet, ifi the anonymity
of a city? How does her new community contribute to her rebuilding, both physi-
cally and mentally?

10. Rae comments to Jerry that she S constantly t(ifnn}ng into ‘“war and rumors of
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war” on the islands, and earlier she refers to having “been ‘ﬁhi‘éugh the wars” her-. s
What were her wars? Who else is she talking about? What is it about the is-

lands that draws veterans of wars bo&l pohﬁ‘@alﬁand perscmaFD
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11. Appearances can often be deceiving in this fiovel. How do chiardcters like Edl

Rosario

the tattooed philosopher, Petra the equestrlemg,e goth, Jerry the gentle giant, and
Allan the altruistic veteran play on our a/ssumpmo‘ns about each of these archetypes:’
Which of the book s characters see Pasf,,ﬂqe surfg@emahd which fail to do so? A
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12, 'Ehe relatté"“l'hlp between Rae and Tamara ev Wsnove{:“the course of the .
novel. ‘Given their history, do you think Tamara’s eact10 vto Rae’s final bréakdown
(“Not again!”) is understandable or unforglvable'r’ Have you ever found it impos-
sible to be sympathetlc about someone's oufrageous behawor:’ C
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13. Rae does thmgs many women could not imagine: she r(r)llakes her livin ng t throu h
physical labor, wshe tackles a huge an@xhaustmg job smgle«inanded she takes ﬁer—
self into a settiig ‘mostwonen. wotld consider at least spookyssif not downnght
dangerous. Is Rae a realistic character? What does it say\ab@)ut the restrictions "

wme Ki

placed on woren thit the freedom to do these thmgs s ;1 n optlonp
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