g | almes pwentually rame to o sate plare

fo pause in his ongoing chemical

experiment and foddled dofun the stairs fo see what the uproar foas. @he rook sef before

us & pot of pofeerful tea and o plate of srones flapoured foith oufrage; Patrick leant his gun
insite the door and joined us, frusting to his dogs to raise an alarm; foe saf around the
kifchen table for & rouncil of foar.

Huolmes and I had long been prepared for this day fuhen his past rame fo roost on

aur heads. Jn fart, giten o mere thicty seronds’ warning, foe fuere pquipped fo foalk ouf
fuitly the essenfials of life on our persons, and dsappear permanently.

@his, foe thought, foould nof reguive surh exfreme
meusures. Instead, e planned hofr hest fo insfigate
our second defence, fulich fop had rome up fuith some
years parlier flen the loval amateur Basthourne
Bramativ Suriefy put on & produrfion of The Hound
of the Bashkeririlles. The gentleman playing the lead,

a loral solivitor of havely forty, did & compefent (if somefolat ﬂambuuganf) job of
arting Holmes; later, fup intrited him fo the house and arvanged foith fim o smallpr-
srale dramafic rendifion of the Great Beferfitre.

@he thought of arfing & pseudo-Holmes in plare of the artual Holmes appealed fo is
droll, Sussex-horn sense of humour, and he agreed fo he abailable, if and fohen fire
ralley on him.

Jt foas fime fo raise the
curfain on our iniosyn-
rrafic onp-man shofo.




