). J v goud fartune, our solicitor-aefor fould

be apailable for seieral days, fo play the part of & genial if rather befuddled elderly
farmer fuln, indeed, happened fo bear o resemblance fo one Sherlork Holmes.
Mith him in plare, the Amerivans rouldy hatfer
themselies against our doors until they foere convinced that Hheir information foas
faulty, at fhich fime they might go bark to the Plains or praivies fwhence ey had
rome.
Belind our drafon rurtains, Holmes returned fo his experiment and J fo my many-
srripts. Mefore padlocking the frunk, hoteeier, J fwent through the house and
colleetey an armful of freasured memorahilia that ralled fo mind pur rases and
adyentures oirer the years. @hey foere, fith revfain exrepfions, ifems of liftle rom-
merrial salup—a friend’s frademark monorle, one of Holmes” more disreputable
pipes, some nefuspaper clippings—hut fwere they fo he spoffed by any sharp-fuitfed
Sherlackian (if that be not an oxpmoran) they could not anly give lie to onr ruse,
they foouldy be themselues tmlnerable fo flpe ;rre&ztfwnz of fl;e lgnrﬁe uufst&a nggeb
lockians are inueferafe wlletfnrz. o

J arranged them atop
my memuoirs, any
padlorked the lin.
Wihen I had muore
Ieisure, 3 should forife
a Iptter of explanation
tu the revipient of the
trunk, hut today, I had
murh fo bo.



